


Category Common Name: Botanical Name
Best 

Merchandising 
Location:

Watering: Light: Comments-Tips-Trivia: Long Term Care: Photo

Foliage Aglaonema Aglaonema  <ag lay  
o NEEM a> Indoors

Let soil dry well 
between 
waterings

Bright indirect 
to very low.

Nearly indestructible plant.  
Great plant for environments with 
only fluorescent lighting.  As with 
any plant, the less light it 
receives, the less water it 
requires.

Cut back tall stems from 
time to time to promote a 
shorter fuller growth; the 
stems do lose their lower 
leaves as they age and 
will take on a leggy 
appearance otherwise.

Foliage Aloe Aloe vera  <A loe  
VER a > Indoors

Let soil dry well 
between 
waterings

Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

People often use as a salve for 
minor cuts and burns.  Note that 
some people are allergic to aloe, 
however.

Aloe easily propagates by 
producing "pups".  Once 
large enough to handle 
easily, the pups can be 
severed from the mother 
plant and potted up in its 
own container. Any cuts 
should be allowed to 
callous over before 
potting up.

Blooming Alstroemeria
Alstroemeria 
species  <al stroe 
MARE ee  uh>

Indoors Keep moist Bright indirect
Do not allow plant to go bone 
dry.  Severe dehydration may 
cause flowers to wilt irreparably. 

This alstro is not hardy 
to the Northeast or mid 
Atlantic.  It needs to be 
treated as a houseplant 
only.

Foliage Anthurium Anthurium spp . <an 
THAIR ee um> Indoors Keep moist Bright indirect

Do not allow plant to go dry.  But 
do not also allow a soggy soil 
either; leaf margin tipping will 
result.

Must receive bright light 
to produce flowers.  
Fertilize regularly during 
times of active growth & 
bloom.

Foliage Arrowhead Vine

Syngonium 
podophyllum  <sin 
GO nee um po do 
FYE lum>

Indoors Keep moist Bright indirect 
to low

Arrowhead vine is also a great 
plant for environments with 
artificial lighting.

This plant will trail out if 
allowed to grow. If a 
more compact form is 
desired, keep the stems 
clipped back. 

Basic Information:

PLANT CARE DIGEST

Customer Care:
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Blooming

Aster (less 
commonly 
"Michaelmas 
Daisy")

Aster novae-angliae  
<AS ter  NO vee ANG 
lee ah>

Indoors
Let soil dry well 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect

Try to keep water off the blooms; 
aster blooms can mold quickly if 
there's not enough air circulation 
to dry the flowers.

Asters can also be 
planted outside in the 
garden, and they will 
return year after year.  
They prefer full sun and 
are drought tolerant 
once established.  
Asters can get leggy if 
let go, so they should 
be clipped once or twice 
during the growing 
seasonf for a shorter 
more compact form.

Foliage Australian 
Umbrella Plant

Brassaia 
actinophylla <brass 
AYE ah  ack TIN oh 
fye lah>

Indoors
Alllow to dry 
between 
waterings

Sun to 
moderate light

Do not confuse with the Dwarf 
Arboracola.  The dwarf is much 
more compact.  This plant has a 
much larger, very glossy leaf, 
and often long distances 
between leaf nodes.  

Blooming Azalea Rhododendron 
species Indoors Keep moist Bright indirect

Do not allow plant to go bone dry.  
Severe dehydration may cause 
flowers to wilt irreparably.  When 
well cared for, azaleas can bloom 
indoors for 6 weeks. If plants are 
kept in a cooler room, the blooms 
will last longer, and the soil will not 
dry out as quickly.

Can be grown outdoors.  
Plant must be well-
watered the first season in 
the garden, until it has 
established itself.  Also, 
an ideal summertime 
plant for deck, porch, or 
patio.

Foliage Bamboo, "Lucky" Dracaena species.  
<dra SEE na> Indoors Keep moist Bright indirect 

to low

These are generally rooted 
cuttings growing in standing 
water.  Keep at least an inch or 
two of water in the pot at all 
times.

Stems should be cut 
periodically to keep 
them from getting too 
long and leggy.

Blooming Begonia

Begonia x  hiemalis   
(hybrids are indicated 
by an 'x'.  The 'x' is 
spoken aloud as "by". 
In this example, you'd 
say "begonia by 
hiemalis"

Indoors
Let soil dry well 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect

Easy on the water.  Begonias are 
fleshy and store water well.   
Over watered begonias exhibit 
"tipping", a browning of the leaf 
edges that  is unsightly.

Perfect as an outdoor 
potted annual. Keeps 
well in a sunny window. 
Watch for whitefly.
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Foliage White Bird of 
Paradise

Strelitzia alba <struh 
LIT zee ah  AL bah> Indoors

Let soil dry well 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect

This is the tall, airy bird of 
paradise that is sold for its broad 
leaves.

Leaf splits along this 
plant's midrib is a 
normal part of aging.

Foliage Orange Bird of 
Paradise

Strelitzia reginae 
<struh LIT zee ruh 
JEE ah ee>

Indoors
Let soil dry well 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect

This is the short, stout bird of 
paradise whose blooms are sold 
as a cut flower. The plant itself is 
not ornamental.

Blooming Bouvardia

Bouvardia x 
domestica   <boo 
VAR dee ah   by  doe 
MES ti cah

Indoors Keep moist Bright direct or 
indirect

Bouvardia tolerates neither bone 
dry soil nor soggy soil well.  
Keep at a happy medium.  
Flowers are long-lasting.

Foliage Bromeliad  
Guzmania Guzmania  species Indoors

Allow extended 
dryness between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to low

Bromeliads are highly under-
utilized, not really being 
understood by the general 
public.  Colorful bracts will hold 
color for months. They require 
relatively little light and water, so 
they are an ideal plant for 
beginners.

Bromeliads, once mature, 
will produce offshoots called 
"pups".  Once the pups 
reach a few inches tall, they 
can be gently severed from 
the mother plant and potted 
up in a separate pot.  You 
can also cut away the 
mother plant from the pup 
and leave the pup in the 
original pot; the mother plant 
will not bloom again.

Foliage Bromeliad "Silver 
Vase"

Aechmea fasciata  < 
EEK mee ah  fas see 
AH ta>

Indoors
Allow extended 
dryness between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to low

Bromeliads are highly under-
utilized, not really being 
understood by the general 
public.  Colorful bracts will hold 
color for months. They require 
relatively little light and water, so 
they are an ideal plant for 
beginners.

Bromeliads, once mature, 
will produce offshoots called 
"pups".  Once the pups 
reach a few inches tall, they 
can be gently severed from 
the mother plant and potted 
up in a separate pot.  You 
can also cut away the 
mother plant from the pup 
and leave the pup in the 
original pot; the mother plant 
will not bloom again.
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Foliage Bromeliad 
Tillandsia Tillandsia species Indoors

Allow extended 
dryness between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to low

Bromeliads are highly under-
utilized, not really being 
understood by the general 
public.  Colorful bracts will hold 
color for months. They require 
relatively little light and water, so 
they are an ideal plant for 
beginners.

Bromeliads, once mature, 
will produce offshoots 
called "pups".  Once the 
pups reach a few inches 
tall, that can be gently 
severed from the mother 
plant and potted up in a 
separate pot.  You can 
also cut away the mother 
plant from the pup; the 
mother plant will not 
bloom again.

Foliage Bromeliad Vriesia Vriesia  species Indoors
Allow extended 
dryness between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to low

Bromeliads are highly under-
utilized, not really being 
understood by the general 
public.  Colorful bracts will hold 
color for months. They require 
relatively little light and water, so 
they are an ideal plant for 
beginners.

Bromeliads, once mature, 
will produce offshoots 
called "pups".  Once the 
pups reach a few inches 
tall, that can be gently 
severed from the mother 
plant and potted up in a 
separate pot.  You can 
also cut away the mother 
plant from the pup; the 
mother plant will not 
bloom again.

Foliage Bromeliad, 
Pineapple Plant

Ananas nanas  <ah 
NAN us NAN us> Indoors

Allow extended 
dryness between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to low

Bromeliads are highly under-
utilized, not really being 
understood by the general 
public.  Colorful bracts will hold 
color for months. They require 
relatively little light and water, so 
they are an ideal plant for 
beginners.

Bromeliads, once mature, 
will produce offshoots 
called "pups".  Once the 
pups reach a few inches 
tall, they can be gently 
severed from the mother 
plant and potted up in a 
separate pot.  You can 
also cut away the mother 
plant from the pup and 
leave the pup in the 
original pot; the mother 
plant will not bloom again.
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Blooming Bulb,  Tulip Tulipa   <TOO lip a> Indoors

Allow the soil 
surface to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright indirect

Tulips respond very quickly to 
warm temperatures.  Keep them  
in refrigeration to hold off 
blooming if necessary.

Most tulips will bloom in 
the landscape only 
another year or two 
after purchase.  

Blooming Bulb, Daffodil Narcissus   < nar SIS 
us Indoors

Dry between 
waterings.  Can 
tolerate dryer 
soil.

Bright

Daffodils respond very quickly to 
warm temperatures.  Keep 
daffodils in refrigeration to hold 
off blooming if necessary.

Bulb can be planted 
outdoors after it blooms, 
and it will bloom in 1-2 
years in its normal 
spring blooming 
season. Daffs return 
year after year.

Blooming Bulb, Hyacinth

Hyancinthus 
orientalis  < Hye ah 
SIN thus  ore ee in 
TAL is

Indoors  Keep moist Bright indirect

Hyacinth respond very quickly to 
warm temperatures.  Keep 
hyacinth in refrigeration to hold 
off blooming if necessary. 
Extremely fragrant blooms may 
require staking as they open.

Can be planted outside. 
However, hyacinths, 
like tulips tend to "peter 
out" after 1-2 seasons 
and will need to be 
replaced periodically in 
the garden.

Blooming

Bulb, Lily "L.A."  
(L.A. = 
longiflorum 
Asiatic)

Lilium < LIL ee um> Indoors  

Dry between 
waterings.  Can 
tolerate dryer 
soil.

Bright indirect

These Asiatic lilies are larger 
than the standard Asiatics; 
although not as large-blooming 
as the orientals.  

Adapt quite nicely as a 
garden perennial for full 
or part sun.

Blooming Bulb, Lily Easter
Lilium longiflorum 
< LIL ee um long ih 
FLOR um>

Indoors  

Allow soil 
surface to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright indirect Highly toxic to cats and other 
pets.  

Easter lilies are a tender 
tropical bulb, and should 
not be planted in the 
garden.  Some gardeners 
do store the bulb and pot 
up as a container plant to 
rebloom in the summer.

Blooming Bulb, Lily Oriental Lilium < LIL ee um> Indoors  

Dry between 
waterings.  Can 
tolerate dryer 
soil.

Bright indirect

Generally a scented lily.  Tend to 
be relatively large and fancier 
blooms. Ex- "Stargazer",  "Mona 
Lisa", "Farolito", "Casa Blanca"

Adapt quite nicely as a 
garden perennial for full 
or part sun.
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Blooming Bulb, Lily, Asiatic Lilium < LIL ee um> Indoors  

Dry between 
waterings.  Can 
tolerate dryer 
soil.

Bright indirect

The most common lily.  
Generally a non-scented lily. 
Most tend toward solid colors or 
bi colors.  Generally a more 
narrow petal than the oriental lily. 

Adapt quite nicely as a 
garden perennial for full 
or part sun. Heat and 
drought tolerant.

Foliage Caladium Caladium  species < 
kal AY dee um>

Indoors or 
Outdoors Keep moist Bright indirect 

to low

Another perfect patio plant.  
Treat as shade annual if planted 
outside, or grow inside in bright 
indirect light.  Does not like direct 
sun; this bleaches the leaves.

Tubers can be dug and 
saved in a dry media like 
wood shavings, peat 
moss, or shredded 
newspaper and stored in 
a cool dry place over the 
winter.  Tubers can then 
be planted the following 
spring after frost danger 
has passed.  

Foliage Calathea Calathea species  < 
kal AY thee a> Indoors

Allow soil to dry 
between 
waterings.  

Bright indirect 
to low

There are dozens of cultivars of 
Calathea, with a wide array of leaf 
colors and patterns.  The more 
common varies are 'Roseo-picta', 
which has an oval-shaped dark 
purple-burgundy leaf, and the 
'ornata', which has more of a lance-
shaped leaf, and is purple with a 
thin pink striped pattern.  Often 
confused with the genus Maranta 
(prayer plants).

Pictured is the Roseo-
Picta variety of 
Calathea

Blooming Calla Llily
Zantedeschia 
species   <zan ta 
DESK ee ah>

Indoors
Allow soil to dry 
between 
waterings.  

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Not a true lily at all; lilies are in 
the genus Lilium.   Long-lasting 
blooms if properly cared for.

This tender bulb can be 
saved and potted in the 
spring to flower again  if 
it is stored over winter 
in dry  media (peat, 
perlite, wood shavings 
etc) in a cool dry place.

Blooming Campanula Campanula spp. Indoors
Allow soil to dry 
between 
waterings.  

Bright indirect

Great plants! Still not well-
known, but gaining popularity.  
Campanula are generally called 
"blue roses".  Our most popular 
varieties are 'Blue Wonder' and 
'Get Mee'.

Although technically a 
hardy perennial, the 
indoor varieties we sell 
are best treated strictly 
as indoor plants only.
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Blooming Celosia Celosia spp Indoors or 
Outdoors

Allow soil to dry 
between 
waterings.  

Bright direct or 
indirect

Great plants! Widely under-
utilized as an indoor blooming 
plant.

These plants are more 
widely used as a summer 
annual. They make a 
great container plant.  
They hold up well until 
frost if properly cared for.  
Celosia are very heat 
tolerant.

Blooming Chenille (Cat tail 
plant)

Acalypha pendula  
<ak uh LY fuh PEN 
dyoo la>

Indoors Keep moist Bright direct or 
indirect

Requires occasional 
trimming to maintain a 
neat, compact 
appearance.

Blooming Cineraria
Senecio cineraria  
spp. <sin NEESH ee 
o sin er AIR ee ah>

Indoors Keep moist Bright direct or 
indirect

Do not ever allow these plants to 
dry.  Leaves and blooms will 
quickly collapse. Check for water 
daily.

Will absolutely not 
tolerate dry soil.  Keep 
well-watered.

Blooming Clematis Clematis  species  
<kle MA tis>

Indoors or 
Outdoors

Allow soil to dry 
between 
waterings.

Bright direct or 
indirect

Makes a great outdoor 
perennials.  Loves a 
rich loamy well-drainy 
soil, and eastern 
exposure.

Blooming Clivia
Clivia miniata  < 
KLIV ee uh min ee 
AH ta>

Indoors

Allow to dry 
between 
waterings.  Do 
not allow soggy 
soil

Bright indirect 
to moderate

All parts of this plant are toxic if 
ingested.

This plant is a winter-
bloomer, requiring 
cooler temps to bloom.  
It is generally in bloom 
January through March.
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Foliage Corn Plant
Dracaena fragrans 
<dra SEE na FRAY 
grans>

Indoors
Allow soil to 
remain dry for 
periods of time.

Bright direct to 
low

Great plant for artificial light 
environments. Corn plants are 
cold sensitive, and can be 
nipped if temps are below 50 
degrees F. These plants can be 
solid green, or variegated with a 
yellow stripe down the center of 
the leaf.

Corn plants hate being 
overwatered.  The thick woody 
canes store water quite 
effectively, so very liitle is 
necessary, especially in low 
light.  The root system is very 
thin.  Even overwatering one 
time can cause a cane to rot 
out.  This overwatering damage 
usually shows up in the shortest 
cane first.   Once the cane is 
dead, it's dead! Simply give the 
dead cane a few twists and it 
should pop free of the soil.

Foliage Croton

Codiaeum 
variegatum    < coh 
di EE um   var ee GA 
tum     

Indoors

Allow soil 
surface to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect

The more light this plant 
receives, the more variegation it 
will have.  Crotons grown in low 
light tend to revert to solid green.

Crotons tend to attract 
spider mites when 
placed in warm sunny 
locations.  Combat this 
by misting plant 
occasionally.

Blooming Cyclamen
Cyclamen persicum   
<SIGH kla men  
PERS ih  kum

Indoors

Allow to dry 
between 
waterings.  Do 
not allow soggy 
soil

Bright indirect

Cyclamen DO NOT  like "wet 
feet".  This generally leads to 
leaves turning yellow quickly, 
and can often rot the bulb out if 
left in soggy soil for too long.  
Better to allow this plant to be on 
the dry side.

Cyclamen flowers the 
best and longest in a 
cool room. They can 
bloom for 2-3 months if 
the home if well-cared 
for.

Blooming Dahlia Dahlia species Indoors or 
Outdoors

Allow to dry 
between 
waterings.  Do 
not allow soggy 
soil

Bright indirect Dahlias are in the same family as 
asters and mums.

This is a tender perennial.  
Tubers need to be dug at 
the end of the season and 
preserved in a dry 
medium such as sawdust, 
peat, or perlite.  One can 
also treat this as an 
annual and simply 
dispose of at the end of 
the season.
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Foliage
Dieffenbachia 
(also 
"Dumbcane")

Dieffenbachia   < 
deef in BOK ee ah> Indoors

Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright indirect

Like most variegated plants, the 
more light dieffenbachia receives, 
the more color it will have.  Low light 
results in the plant reverted to more 
solid green foliage.  Plant is named 
"dumb cane" because some 
varieties contain a mild toxin that 
paralyzes the vocal cords 
temporarily, rendering the speaker 
"dumb".  Keep this plant away from 
pets and  children.

This plant does is cold 
sensitve.  Also, 
overwatering willl result in 
unsightly leaf-margin 
"tipping" or stem rot if 
overwatering is severe 
enough. Rotted plants 
produce a particularly 
unpleasant odor.

Dieffenbachia "Camille"

Blooming Dipladenia

Mandevilla 
'dipladenia'  <man 
duh VEE ya dip la 
DEN ee ah>

Outdoors Keep moist
Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

Dipladenia is a variation of the 
tropical vine Mandevilla, and 
should be treated the same.  

Mandevillas require full 
sun to bloom, and 
plentiful water and 
fertilizer.  They can 
survive over the winter 
in a sunny window and 
can go outside in the 
summer, after frost 
danger has passed.

Foliage Janet Craig 
Dracaena

Dracaena 
deremenis  "Janet 
Craig"

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to low light.

Great plant for low light and 
artificial light.  Often used by 
commercial indoor landscapers 
for its durability.  Easy to 
overwater, so should be watered 
sparingly.

Like all dracaena, older 
plants may begin to 
take on a unsightly 
mottled, yellow 
appearance.  This is a 
result of an 
accumulation of salts 
and minerals from 
"hard" water.   

Foliage Warnecki's 
Dracaena

Dracaena 
deremenis  
"Warneckii" 

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to low light.

Great plant for low light and 
artificial light.  Often used by 
commercial indoor landscapers 
for its durability.  Easy to 
overwater, so should be watered 
sparingly.

Like all dracaena, older 
plants may begin to 
take on a unsightly 
mottled, yellow 
appearance.  This is a 
result of an 
accumulation of salts 
and minerals from 
"hard" water.   
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Foliage Dracaena (Dragon 
Tree)

Dracaena marginata  
<dra SEE na mar gin 
NAH ta>

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright direct to 
low

The  thick woody stems of this 
plant store large amounts of 
water, so it does NOT have a 
high water need.  Plant can 
remain dry for fairly long periods 
of time without harm.  

Rehydrates quickly if it 
wilts, with no lasting 
damage.   Overwatering 
willl result in unsightly 
leaf-margin "tipping" or 
stem rot if overwatering 
is severe enough.

Foliage
Dwarf Schefflera ( 
or Hawaiian 
Schefflera)

Schefflera 
arboracola  <shef 
LARI ah ar BORE ah 
koe lah>

Indoors
Alllow to dry 
between 
waterings

Sun to 
moderate light

Do not confuse this with the 
much larger Australian 
schefflera.  The dwarf schefflera 
comes in an all-green form, and 
in a yellow and green variegated 
form.

Trim on occasion to 
keep a tidy appearance. 
Rotate from time to time 
to avoid lopsided 
growth.

Foliage Echeveria
Echeveria elegans 
<eh cha VERY ah ell 
ih ganz>

Indoors

Allow to remain 
dry for periods of 
time between 
watering

Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

These plants are a succulent, 
related to Sedum/Hens-and-
Chicks

Plant needs sun to 
produce flower.

Foliage Eugenia Eugenia spp.   <yoo 
GEN ee ah> Outdoors Keep moist Full sun to part 

shade

  They have a similar look to 
boxwood, but grow much faster, 
making them desirable for use as 
topiary.

Not hardy to the 
northeast or mid 
Atlantic.  Must be 
brought in for the 
winter, and given high 
light.

Foliage Fern, Boston

Nephrolepis 
exaltata   <nef roh 
LEP iss  ex all TAY 
tuh

Inside or 
Outside under 

shade
Keep moist Bright indirect 

to low

Loves high humidity.  Great plant 
for bathrooms.  Keep  ferns away 
from heating vents, as foliage 
can dry out and shed quickly.  

Fine plant for the 
summer porch and 
other outdoor uses.  
Protect from direct sun, 
as this can lead to 
yellow or "bleached out"-
looking leaves.

Foliage Ficus ("Weeping 
Fig")

Ficus benjamina  
<FYE  kus ben ja 
MEE na

Inside or 
outside under 

shade

Allow to dry 
between 
waterings

Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

This plant has a tendency to 
quickly drop leaves when 
transitioning from high light 
levels of the growing field, 
shadehouse,  or greenhouse to 
the much lower light levels of a 
home.  This leaf drop can be 
troublesome and unsightly. 
However, in time, the plant will 
grow smaller and thinner leaves 
that are more suitable for lower 
light levels.

The "standard" (tree-
shape) form of this 
tropical bush is highly 
desireable.  In homes 
with bright enough light, 
this plant can grow to 
ceiling height if well 
cared for.
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Foliage Fittonia (Nerve 
Plant)

Fittonia argyroneura  
<fih TONE ee ah  ar ji 
roh NOOR ah>

Indoors  Keep moist Bright indirect 
to low

Can quickly wilt but recovers with 
no damage when watered.

This is a groundcover 
plant.  Keep trimmed if 
a tidier appearance is 
desired.

Blooming Gardenia
Gardenia augusta  < 
gar DEEN ya  awh 
GUST ah)

Indoors  Keep moist Bright direct or 
indirect

As flowers age, they first turn 
yellow and then brown.  Keep old 
blooms removed.  Extremely 
fragrant blooms.

Gardenia can be a challenge 
in the home environment.  It 
is intolerant of temperature 
shifts, preferring a constant 
70-80 degrees during the 
day, with cooler nights.  
They prefer high humidity; 
mist periodically. Can be 
potted  outside on deck, 
porch or pation after frost 
danger.   Gardenias will not 
flower in extremely hot 
summers.

Blooming Gerbera Daisy
Gerbera  jamesonii  
<GERB  er a   jay 
mess OWN ee eye> 

Indoors Keep moist Bright direct or 
indirect

Wilts quickly when dry but 
recovers quickly,usually with little 
to no damage to appearance 
once recovered.  Soggy soil can 
lead to crown rot.  

Perfect as an outdoor 
potted annual. Keeps 
well in a sunny window. 
Watch for whitefly.

Blooming Gloxinia Sinningia   < sye NIN 
jee ah> Indoors

Allow soil to dry 
between 
waterings.  Do 
not get cold 
water on leaves; 
this causes 
spotty chill 
damage

Bright indirect 
only

Gloxinia are in the same family 
as african violets, and the care is 
exactly the same.

Blooming Goldfish Plant

Nematanthus 
wettsteinii <  nem a 
TAN thus  wet STINE 
ee eye>

Indoors

Allow surface of 
soil to dry 
between 
waterings.

Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

These plants are a bit cold 
sensitive, and would be unhappy 
in a cool room in the winter.  
Provide as much light as 
possible for a full plant.  Plants 
are attractively glossy.

Plants needs bright light 
to produce flowers.

Blooming Gomphrena 
(Globe amaranth)

Gomphrena globosa  
< gom FREE nah glo 
BO sah>

Indoors
Allow to dry 
between 
waterings

Full sun to 
moderate light

This summer annual 
makes a great potted 
plant for deck, porch, or 
patio.  Does well 
indoors in a well-lit 
area.



Category Common Name: Botanical Name
Best 

Merchandising 
Location:

Watering: Light: Comments-Tips-Trivia: Long Term Care: Photo

Basic Information: Customer Care:

Foliage Grape Ivy
Cissus rhombifolia  
< SIS us  rom bi 
FOEL ee uh>

Indoors
Allow to dry 
between 
waterings

Full sun to 
bright 
moderate light.

Neither a grape nor an ivy.  Very 
easy care plant.  Great for 
beginners.

Blooming Heather Erica spp.  (AIR ik 
ah) Indoors

Allow to dry 
slightly between 
waterings

Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

Heather blooms dry quite nicely.  
Flowers can also be affixed with 
a cheap sticky hairspray, such as 
Aquanet, to prevent the dry 
flowers from dropping.

Not all varieties of 
heather we sell are 
hardy to the Northeast 
and MidAtlantic.  These 
plants are best treated 
as an annual.

Blooming Hibiscus
Hibiscus chinensis 
<hye BIS kus  chye 
NIN sis

Indoors and 
outdoors (Florida 
hibiscus are best 

kept outside under 
shade; greenhouse 

grown hibiscus- 
usually from 

Canada- are better 
adapted to lower 
light conditions.

Keep moist Bright direct or 
indirect

Hibiscus blooms only last a short 
period of time.  Keep plant 
appearance tidy by removing 
spent blooms.  Provide as much 
light as possible for continued 
blooming.

These are great plants for 
the summer deck, porch, or 
patio, but they are not hardy. 
Can be brought inside for the 
winter, but still needs a good 
deal of light to survive, 
especially in the northeast.  
It's best to treat this plant as 
an annual and dispose of it 
at the of the season.

Foliage Hoya
Hoya carnosa  
<HOY a  kar NOE 
sah>

Indoors
Alllow to dry 
between 
waterings

Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

Thick, waxy leaves are excellent 
for water retention. Water 
sparingly.  

Older plants, if given 
bright light and full sun, 
will produce a large, waxy, 
globular, fragrant pink 
flower on the end of its 
leafless stems ("spurs")  
Do NOT cut the spurs!   
Flowers best when the 
roots are pot-bound.

Blooming Hydrangea

Hydrangea 
macrophylla  < high 
DRAYN gee ah  MAC 
kro file ah>

Indoors Keep moist Bright direct or 
indirect

These thirsty plants are very 
sensitive to wilting.  They should 
be checked every day.  Soil 
should be kept moist.  Cooler 
temps will extend bloom time.

Foliage Ivy, Swedish

Plectantrus 
verticillatus < pleck 
TAN trus ver tis ih 
LAH tus>

Indoors
Alllow to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect

Neither an ivy, nor Swedish.  
These plants are native to 
Australia, Africa, and Asia.

Trim on occasion to 
keep a tidy appearance. 
Cuttings are easily 
rooted in water.
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Foliage Ivy, English Hedera helix  < HED 
er a   HEE lix> Indoors

Let soil dry well 
between 
waterings

Bright  indirect 
to moderate

It is recommended that ivy is 
kept out of direct sun.  Ivy in full 
sun tends to attract spider mite.  
DO NOT overwater ivy; leaf 
margin "tipping" can result.

Can be grown outdoors. 
Plant must be well-
watered the first season 
in the garden, until it 
was established itself.  
Also, an ideal plant for 
deck, porch, or patio.

Foliage Jade
Crassula  ovata  
<KRAS you la  oh 
VAY tah>

Indoors
Let soil dry well 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect

Water sparingly; stems and 
leaves store large amounts of 
water.  

To propogate:  Cut a 
smaller stem, and allow 
the cut to callous over.  
This can then be rooted in 
a fast-draining medium 
such as perlite or sand.  
After the cutting is rooted, 
and can be planted in a 
fast-draining soil.
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Blooming Jerusalem Cherry

Solanum 
pseudocapsicum  
<so LAH num soo do 
CAP si kum>

Indoors
Alllow to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect

This plant is grown for its long-
lasting fruit, which look similar to 
a cherry tomato.  Looks great in 
the fall.  

This plant is strictly 
ornamental.  Seeds 
and other parts of this 
plant are toxic.

Blooming Kalanchoe

Kalanchoe 
blossfeldiana  < kal 
an KOE ee bloss feld 
ee AYN a>

Indoors
Can go quite dry 
between 
waterings.

Bright direct or 
indirect

Kalanchoe is related to jade 
plants; they are both in the family 
Crassula

This super-easy plant is 
the perfect blooming 
plant for beginners.

Blooming Liatris Liatris spicata  <lye 
AT tris spi KAH ta>

Indoors or 
Outdoors

Can go quite dry 
between 
waterings.

Bright direct or 
indirect

Plant outside and this 
plant will return year 
after year.  Does best in 
a moderate to dry soil.  
Full sun for the best 
bloom.

Foliage Lipstick Plant

Aeschynanthus 
radicans   <es ka 
NAN thus RAD ih 
kans>

Indoors
Can go quite dry 
between 
waterings.

Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

Older plants will bloom 
with sufficient sunlight.

Blooming Lisianthus

Eustoma  
grandiflorum  <yoo 
STO ma  grand ih 
FLOR um>

Indoors Keep moist Bright direct or 
indirect Also called Prairie Gentian.

This summer annual 
makes a great potted 
plant for deck, porch, or 
patio.  Does well 
indoors in a well-lit 
area.

Blooming Mandevilla Mandevilla   <man 
duh VEE ya > Outdoors Keep moist

Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

These plants are best kept on 
the deck, porch, or patio for the 
summer.

Mandevillas require full 
sun to bloom, and plentiful 
water and fertilizer.  They 
can survive over the 
winter in a sunny window 
and can go outside in the 
summer, after frost 
danger has passed.
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Foliage Mangrove Rhizophora   species 
<rye zo FORE ah> Indoors Keep moist Bright indirect 

to low light.

These are rooted cuttings 
growing in water just like Lucky 
Bamboo.

Keep an inch or two in 
the pot. Clip 
occasionally to control 
height and fullness.

Blooming Montauk Daisy 
(Nippon daisy)

Nipponanthemum  
nipponicum < nih 
pon ANTH the mum 
nih PON ih kum>

Indoors Keep moist
Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

Needs to have some sun indoors 
for best bloom performance.  Do 
not allow to go bone dry, as the 
plants can wilt, damaging the 
blooms.

This landscape plant is 
a perennial.  Plant in full 
to part sun.  Needs a 
moderate to moist soil.  
Late summer/ early fall 
bloomer.

Blooming Mum, Fleurette Chrysanthemum  
<kris AN the mum> Indoors

Water deeply 
once soil is dry 
to the touch

Very bright 
light; full sun

Soggy soil often results in wilted 
yellow leaves.  Ideal plant for 
deck, porch, or patio.

Blooming Mums Chrysanthemum  
<kris AN the mum> Indoors

Water deeply 
once soil is dry 
to the touch

Very bright 
light; full sun

Soggy soil often results in wilted 
yellow leaves and rotting stems.  
Better to keep to the dry side 
than wet.

Florist mums can 
sometimes return the 
next season and 
rebloom, but not reliably 
so. Best sold as an 
annual.Good short-term 
plant for deck, porch, or 
patio displays.

Foliage Never-Never Plant

Ctenanthe 
lubbersiana  <tee 
NAN thee loo ber see 
AH nah>

Indoors
Keep moist. Do 
not allow to dry 
out.

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Ctenanthes are in the same 
family as the Marantas and the 
Calatheas.

Foliage Norfolk Island 
Pine

Auraucaria 
heterophylla <aur 
ah KARE ee ah  het 
er OFF fa lah>

Indoors Keep moist
Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

Do not allow to dry.  Leaves can 
quickly turn dry without a change 
in appearance. Leaves do not 
recover from being dried out; 
they become brittle and needle-
like.
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Blooming
Orange Star 
(Orange Star of 
Bethleham)

Ornithagalum 
dubium   <or ni tha 
GAH lum  DOO bee 
um>

Indoors
Alllow to dry 
between 
waterings

Very bright 
light; full sun Blooms are long-lasting.

Blooming Orchid Cattleya Cattleya  spp <KAT 
lee ah> Indoors

Orchids are 
great water 
storers.  Water 
by soaking the 
potting media 
periodically, then 
allow to be dry 
for a period of 
time.

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Orchids bloom for weeks when 
properly cared for.  2-3 months is 
not unusual.

In sufficient light, 
orchids will send out a 
new floral spike and 
bloom again for years.

Blooming Orchid Cymbidium Cymbidium spp  
<sim BID ee um> Indoors

Orchids are 
great water 
storers.  Water 
by soaking the 
potting media 
periodically, then 
allow to be dry 
for a period of 
time.

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Orchids bloom for weeks when 
properly cared for.  2-3 months is 
not unusual.

In sufficient light, 
orchids will send out a 
new floral spike and 
bloom again for years.

Blooming Orchid 
Dendrobium

Dendrobium spp. 
<den DROB ee um> Indoors

Orchids are 
great water 
storers.  Water 
by soaking the 
potting media 
periodically, then 
allow to be dry 
for a period of 
time.

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Orchids bloom for weeks when 
properly cared for.  2-3 months is 
not unusual.

In sufficient light, 
orchids will send out a 
new floral spike and 
bloom again for years.

Blooming Orchid Oncidium Oncidium spp  <on 
SID ee um> Indoors

Orchids are 
great water 
storers.  Water 
by soaking the 
potting media 
periodically, then 
allow to be dry 
for a period of 
time.

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Orchids bloom for weeks when 
properly cared for.  2-3 months is 
not unusual.

In sufficient light, 
orchids will send out a 
new floral spike and 
bloom again for years.
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Blooming Orchid 
Phalaenopsis

Phalaenopsis spp .  
<fay la NOP sis> Indoors

Orchids are 
great water 
storers.  Water 
by soaking the 
potting media 
periodically, then 
allow to be dry 
for a period of 
time.

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Orchids bloom for weeks when 
properly cared for.  2-3 months is 
not unusual.

In sufficient light, 
orchids will send out a 
new floral spike and 
bloom again for years.

Foliage Oxalis "False 
Shamrock"

Oxalis triangularis  
<ox AL iss tri ang you 
LAIR us>

Indoors Keep moist Bright indirect 
to moderate

Comes in red and green 
varieties.  The leaves are 
triangular shaped and are much 
larger than the true shamrock, 
which is more clover-like in 
appearance.

Foliage Pachira  (Money 
Tree)

Pachira aquatica  
<pak EYE rah  ah 
QUA tik ah>

Indoors Keep moist Bright indirect 
to moderate

This rapid-growing plant is super 
easy.  Great for beginners.

Foliage Palm, Areca  
("Butterfly Palm")

Chrysalidocarpus 
lutescens    <kri SAL 
o do CARP us    loo 
TESS ens

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright indirect

Keep out of hot dry sunny 
environments, as this tends to 
lead to an environment favorable 
for a spidermite infestation.

Can be a challenging 
plant.  The key to success 
to make sure the plant is 
in a light-weight, fast-
draining soil; Areca palms 
dislike soggy soil.  They 
are also not tolerant of 
bone dry soil either; when 
fronds wilt, they collapse  
don't "bounce back"

Foliage Palm, Cataract  
("Cat Palm"

Chaemaedora 
cataractum   < kye 
MEE dor  ee ah  kat a 
RACT um

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to moderate

A better palm for the home 
environment, cat palms tolerate 
a lower light level, and are more 
forgiving of over- and 
underwatering. However, it is a 
slow grower.
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Foliage Palm, Chinese 
Fan 

Livingstonia 
chinensis  < liv ing 
STONE ee ah  chi 
NEN sis

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright direct or 
indirect

This is a shorter palm, but it is 
very sturdy and durable, with 
easy care.  

Foliage Palm, Majesty
Ravenea rivularis  
<ra VEE nee ah  riv 
you  LAIR  is>

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright indirect

Keep out of hot dry sunny 
environments, as this tends to 
lead to an environment favorable 
for a spidermite infestation.

Can be a challenging 
plant.  The key to 
success to make sure 
the plant is in a light-
weight, fast-draining 
soil.  It is easy to 
overwater these plants, 
which leads to unsightly 
"tipping" damage.  

Foliage
Palm, Neanthe 
Bella  ("Parlor 
Palm")

Chaemaedora 
elegans   < kye MEE 
dor  ee ah  ell eh 
GANZ

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to moderate

A great plant for the home 
environment, as it is the most 
tolerant of low light.  These 
palms are short, and are most 
suitable for as a table-top plant.

Foliage Palm, Ponytail

Beaucarnea  
recurvata   <bo KAR 
nee ah  re kerv AH 
ta>

Indoors
Allow extended 
dryness between 
waterings.

Direct sun to 
moderate light

A great plant for beginners; 
water a little on occasion and 
"forget about it." 

This is a short plant, 
and is best as a table 
top plant or on a plant 
stand.

Foliage Palm, Pygmy 
Date

Phoenix sylvestris  
<fee NEX sill VEST 
triss>

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Great for beginners.  Requires 
only moderate light and does not 
require a lot of water.

Foliage Peperomia

Peperomia 
obtusifolia <pep er 
ROE mee ah  ob 
TOOS ah foe lee ah>

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Direct sun to 
moderate light

Succulents leaves are well-
adapted to tolerate dry soil.  
Water sparingly.  Recovers 
quickly and without damage if it 
wilts.  Will drop leaves if 
overwatered.
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Foliage Philodendron 
selloum

Philodendron 
selloum  < fil oh 
DEN dron  sell OE 
um>

Indoors
Allow to dry well 
between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to low light.

This large vine finger-like deeply 
lobed leaves. Clip to control size.

Foliage Philodendron, 
Heartleaf

Philodendron 
cortadum <fil oh 
DEN dron kor DAH 
tum>

Indoors
Allow to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright indirect 
to low

A great plant for beginners, due 
to its tolerance for a range of 
light levels.  Tolerant of over- 
and under-watering.

Easily propogated by 
taking cuttings and 
rooting them in water or 
light soil

Foliage Piggyback Plant
Tolmiea menziesii  
<TOLE mee ah  men 
ZESS ee eye>

Indoors
Allow to dry 
between 
waterings

Direct sun to 
moderate light

Common name "piggyback"  
comes from the appearance of 
the new leaf emerging right from 
the old.  Lesser known common 
name is "Youth on Age" plant, or 
"Mother of Thousands"

Blooming Poinsettia

Euphorbia 
pulcherrima   <Yoo 
FORE bee ah  pul 
KAIR ih mah>

Indoors

Allow soil 
surface to dry a 
bit between 
waterings.  Do 
not allow water-
logged soil

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Do not store in cases or sleeves.  
Never allow soil to completely 
dry- plant suffers irreversible 
damage. Keep poinsettias well-
spaced to discourage the fungal 
disease botrytis.  Avoid cold 
drafts.

Foliage Pothos

Epipremnum 
pinnatum   <epi 
PREM num  pin AH 
tum)

Indoors
Allow to dry 
between 
waterings.  

Bright direct to 
low

Tolerance for a wide range of 
light conditions makes this a 
great plant for beginners. Plant 
recovers quickly from wilt, and 
can also tolerate soggy soil

New plants are easy to 
start.  Cuttings can be 
rooted in water or soil.  

Foliage Prayer Plant

Maranta leuconeura 
var. erhthroneura  
<ma RAN tah l oo ko 
NOOR  ah ,  AIR ih 
throe noor ah>

Indoors Keep moist Bright direct to 
low Often confused with calathea
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Foliage Prayer Plant

Maranta leuconeura 
var. kerchoviana 
<ma RAN tah loo ko 
NOOR ah,   ker choe 
vee AN ah>

Indoors Keep moist Bright direct to 
low Often confused with calathea

Blooming Primrose
Primula  aucalis  
<PRIM yoo la oh 
KALL is>

Indoors Keep moist Bright direct or 
indirect

Keep moist.  Plants will quickly if 
allowed to dry.

Blooming Primrose, German
Primula obconica 
<PRIM you lah ob 
KON ih kah>

Indoors

Allow soil 
surface to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect

These large clusters of pink 
flowers are borne on tall stalks, 
making them much showier than 
the regular primrose.

Blooming Rose Rosa spp. Indoors
Water deeply 
once soil is dry 
to the touch

Bright direct or 
indirect

Do not allow plant to go bone 
dry.  This will result in leaf drop. 
Deadhead to encourage new 
blooms. Susceptible to spider 
mite. Keep misted and/or keep 
out of direct sun to minimize risk. 
Also prone to aphids.

Can be grown outdoors; 
looks good at the front 
of a sunny perennial 
border.

Foliage Rosemary

Rosemarinus 
offinalis  <rose ma 
REE nis  oh fis in 
NAL is>

Indoors
Water deeply 
once soil is dry 
to the touch

Bright direct or 
indirect Great culinary uses.

Needs a sunny window 
to do well indoors.  Best 
in a greenhouse, 
sunporch or solarium. 
Keep outside during 
spring and summer for 
best results.   
Otherwise, treat as 
annual.

Foliage Rubber plant Ficus elastica Indoors
Water deeply 
once soil is dry 
to the touch

Sun to low 
light. Great for beginners.  Not fussy. 

Water sparingly in low 
light.  The less light, the 
less water required. 
Taller stems may need 
staking.  Or simply keep 
stems clipped so that 
the plant remains short 
and full.
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Foliage Shamrock

The officially 
registered trademark 
shamrock of Ireland is 
a genus called 
"Trifolium repans".  
But many plants in the 
oxalis or clover family 
are sold as 
"shamrocks". 

Indoors Keep moist Bright indirect 
light

Blooming Shrimp Plant
Pachystachys lutea  
< pack ee STACK us 
LOO tee ah>

Indoors or 
Outdoors

Allow soil 
surface to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright indirect 
light

This tropical plant is ideal for a 
sunny window or deck, porch or 
patio. Can take part shade 
outside quite nicely, too.  Will 
bloom until early fall if well cared-
for.

Bring inside when night 
temps grow cool in the 
fall.  This plant will 
overwinter inside if it is 
given plenty of direct 
sun or bright light.

Foliage Snake Plant

Sansevieria 
trifasciata   <san sa 
VEER ee ah  try fas 
kee AH ta>

Indoors
Allow extended 
dryness between 
waterings.

Full sun to low

Great plant for beginners.  Also 
good plant for small spaces, as 
these plants remain only as wide 
as the the pot they are in.  Great 
plants for homes and offices with 
no natural light.

Nearly industructible as 
long as they are not 
given too much water.  
Remember that 
succulent leaves store a 
large amount of water, 
so treat this as such.  
Water these plants very 
sparingly.  Overwatered 
snake plants will rot.  

Foliage Spathiphyllum 
("Peace Lily")

Spathiphyllum spp. 
<spath ih FYE lum> Indoors Keep Moist Bright Light to 

Low light
Likes moisture and can be grown 
in water only. 

High to low light 
tolerance makes this 
plants great for 
beginners. Water if 
wilted, and it rebounds 
quickly. However, 
typcically flowers only in 
bright light.

Foliage Spider Plants

Chlorophytum 
comosum   <kloer oh 
FYE tum  ko MOE 
sum>

Indoors
Allow to dry 
between 
waterings

Full sun to low Great plant for beginners. 

Easily propogated by 
rooting pups in water, 
and then potting up in 
soil.
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Foliage Splash  (Polka 
Dots)

Hypoestes  
phyllostachya   <hye 
po ES teez   fye lo 
STACK ee uh>

Indoors Keep Moist Bright to 
moderate light.

This can be grown as an indoor 
potted, or can grow outdoors on 
deck, porch or patio after frost 
danger.  Can also grow in the 
garden as an annual 
groundcover.  

For best appearance, 
keep clipped backed.  
Foliage will grow tall 
and thin ("leggy")  if left 
as is.

Blooming Star of Bethleham

Ornithagalum 
thrysoides   <or ni 
tha GAH lum thris 
OYD eez>

Indoors
Alllow to dry 
between 
waterings

Very bright 
light; full sun Blooms are long-lasting

Blooming

Stephanotis 
(Bridal Wreath; 
Madagascar 
Jasmine)

Stephanotis 
floribunda  <stef an 
OH tis  floer ih BUN 
dah>

Indoors
Alllow to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect Blooms are extremely fragrant Can go outside for the 

summer.

Blooming Stock
Matthiola incana  
<math ee OH lah in 
CAH na>

Indoors Keep Moist Bright direct or 
indirect

This summer annual 
makes a great potted 
plant for deck, porch, or 
patio.  Does well 
indoors in a well-lit 
area.

Blooming Sunflower Helianthus spp.  
<hell ee ANTH us> 

Indoors or 
Outdoors

Alllow to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright direct or 
indirect

This summer annual 
makes a great potted 
plant for deck, porch, or 
patio.  Does well 
indoors in a well-lit 
area.

Foliage Swiss Cheese 
Philodendron

Monstera deliciosa 
<mon STAIR ah de 
lish ee O sha>

Indoors
Can go quite dry 
between 
waterings.

Bright indirect 
to low light.

This large vine, when grown in 
its native tropic region, produces 
an edible fruit, hence the name 
"deliciosa".  Does not flower and 
fruit when grown indoors.

Avoid direct sun.  May 
require occasionally 
clipping to keep the vine 
from overtaking a 
space.
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Foliage
Ti Plant 
(pronounced 
"tee")

Cordyline terminalis 
<kore dih LYE nee ter 
men AL is>

Indoors
Alllow to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright indirect Most common variety is the 
bright pink  "Red Sister"

Bright light is best, 
producing the most 
intense pink color, but 
avoid direct sun, as this 
plant is prone to spider 
mite.  Do not overwater; 
the root system is very 
sparse.  Unsightly leaf 
margin "tipping" will occur 
when overwatered.

Foliage TriColor 
Stromanthe

Stromanthe 
sanguinea  <stroe 
MAN thee  san 
GWEE nee ah>

Indoors
Keep moist. Do 
not allow to dry 
out.

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Stromanthes are in the same 
family as the Marantas and 
Calatheas

Foliage Venus Fly Trap
Dionaea muscipula  
<dy oh NEE ah  mus 
ki POO lah>

Indoors
Keep soil moist. 
Do not allow to 
dry.

Part sun to 
bright indirect.

This N.C. native is adapted to 
swampy, nitrogen poor soil.  Tiny 
trigger hairs ("trichomes") on the 
inner surface  of the traps, are 
triggered by being touched twice in 
succession, or when at least two 
hairs are touched.  The outer hairs, 
("cilia") serve to trap the insect.  
Insects that are too small can slip 
through the cilia, while larger 
insects are held tight and slowly 
digested.

Fertizer is not 
necessary. Plant does 
best with 3-4 hours of 
sun per day. 

Blooming Violet, African Saintpaulia spp . 
<Saint PAUL ee a> Indoors

Allow soil to dry 
between 
waterings.  Do 
get cold water on 
leaves; this 
causes spotty 
chill damaage

Bright indirect 
only

Notorious for its sensitivity to 
cold.  Protect well  from cold 
when bagging.  Advise 
customers to keep out of drafts  
in the home.

Pinch old blooms and 
violets and rebloom for 
weeks. Easy to propogate 
by potting up plantlets in 
their own pot once they 
are large enough to 
handle. Use a rooting 
powder for good root set 
of cuttings.

Blooming Violet, Persian 
(German Violet)

Exacum  affine  <EX 
a kum ah FEEN ee> Indoors

Keep moist. Do 
not allow to dry 
out.

Bright indirect 
only

Dry-out can lead to flower drop.  
Also known as "German Violet".  

These can be potted up 
and grown outside after 
frost danger has 
passed,  as long as 
they are given some 
shade.
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Foliage Yucca
Yucca elephantipes  
< YUCK ah ell ah fan 
TIPE eez>

Indoors Water very 
infrequently

Full sun to 
bright indirect 
light.

Thick woody canes 
store lots of water.  
Water this plant 
sparingly.  
Overwatering can lead 
to leaf margin tipping 
and/or black spots.

Foliage Zebra Plants

Aphelandra 
squarrosa   <aye fel 
AN drah  sqa ROE 
sah>

Indoors
Allow to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright indirect 
to moderate

Known for its bright yellow 
flower, but the variegated foliage 
is also attractive year-round.

Blooming Zygo Cactus

Schumbergera 
truncata  <shlum 
BERJ ee trunk AH 
ta>

Indoors
Allow to dry 
between 
waterings

Bright indirect 
to moderate



Aphids

Fungus 
Gnats

Mealy 
Bug

Aphids are some of the easiest pests to control.  They are very soft bodied insects that are easily killed 
with insecticidal soap,  or simply a strong jet of water.  Aphids can be almost any color, but are most 
commonly green, white or yellow.  They cluster on stems or buds.  They are suckling insects that excrete 
a sticky honeydew.  They honeydew may in turn attract a sooty black mold.  Aphid damage oftens shows 
itself as curled and distorted new leaves and flowers.

PLANT CARE DIGEST

Common Pests

Mealy Bug appears as clusters of "white cotton" in leaf nodes of plants.  They have an adult and juvenile 
form.  The juveniles hatch from the mother and crawl away to mate and find their own food source.  They 
attach their mouthparts into the thickest most succulents part of the plant to suck sap.  At that point, they 
lose their legs, and so live only to feed.  Mealy Bug can be treated with several applications of insecticidal 
soap.  The insect kills the juvenile crawlers and not the adults, so therefore, several applications need to 
be applied as generations of eggs hatch juveniles.

Fungus gnats are tiny flying mosquito-like insects.  They damage plants by feeding on roots, especially 
the delicate root hairs.  They prefer moist, rich soil. If fungus gnats appear, it is generally a sign that the 
plant is being overwatered.   Usually just allowing the top two  or three inches of the potting soil  to dry out. 
Fungus gnats can be further treated with repeated applications of insecticidal soap to kill emerging 
generations as they hatch.



Common Pests

Scale

Spider 
Mites

Spider mite damage can first be seen as fine yellow stippling or freckles on the leaf.  Eventually, a fine 
spider-web  will appear in our around leaf nodes (the junction where leaves and stems meet).  Plants will 
eventually whither and brown.

Spider mites are too small to be seen with the naked eye.  They do prefer warm and dry environments, so 
plants placed in warm sunny windows are more vulnerable to spider mites.  Plants with relatively thin, 
paper-like leaves are preferred by spider mite.  This includes plants such as palms and ivy.  Spider mites 
can be controlled by applying plants liberally with Insecticidal Soap, but they are very difficult to completely
eliminate. Spider mite eggs can lie dormant for long periods of time, waiting for conditions to become ideal 
to re-emerge.  Heavily-infested plants should be disposed of so that they do not affect neighboring plants.

Scale Insects appear to the naked eye as small brown scabs often in clusters.   They can be scraped off with a fingernail.  Scale 
have two distinct life stages. Adults can be either hard-shelled(armored)  or soft-shelled.   Even the soft-shelled scale are still 
somewhat protected by a waxy coating.  Both the hard- and soft-shelled adults are impervious to topically applied pesticides.  
Adults have no legs or wings, and permanently attach their mouthparts to the plant to feed.     Only the young scale have legs.  
They leave the mother scale to mate and feed.  Once they settle in to feed, they morph into their armored adult form, and begin to 
hatch eggs. Scale excretions appear as a clear sticky residue on the leaf-surface, somewhat like corn syrup.   Multiple applications 
of insecticide needs to used on Scale to kill the emerging generations of juvenile scale.  Adult scale can be removed with an 
alchohol-dabbed cotton swab if there are only a few of them. A systemic insecticide, which is applied to the plant's soil, watered in, 
and taken up by the plant's vascular sytems, will destroy the adults.   The sticky residue needs to be cleaned off with dish soap and w



Common Pests

White 
Fly

A thrip damaged leaf.  Notice the contorted growth, a tell-tale sign of thrip

Thrip

White fly are some of the most easily identifiable pests.  They small but very visible to the naked eye.  The 
adult white fly has piercing mouth parts that suck on plant sap.  They can excrete a sticky, clear, "honey 
dew"-like substance that can attract ants and other insects.  White fly can be controlled by applying 
insecticidal soap multiple times.  The insecticide needs to be repeated to kill emerging generations that 
are hatching from the eggs.

Thrip are yet another sap-sucking insect.  They will feed on foliage, flowers, or buds.  They are too small 
to be viewed with the naked eye.  If a plant is suspected of a thrip infestation, tap the plant onto a white 
piece of paper.  You may capture some of the excrement, which appears as fine black powder.  Thrip can 
be treated with repeated applications of insecticidal soap.




